
P R O M P T  L I K E  A  P R O

The Four-Part Prompt
Canva AI 2.0  ·  job aid

K E E P  T H I S

Write one prompt with all four parts. Then keep the conversation going until it is right.

S U B J E C T What exactly are you making, and who is it for?

Name the deliverable. An Instagram post and an ebook cover are built completely differently.

W O R D S  T H A T  W O R K    Instagram post · Story · ebook cover · flyer · email header · carousel slide · birthday invite

G U T  C H E C K    Could a stranger make the right thing from this alone?

S T Y L E What should it look like?

Name a real look. The same product can read homemade or high-end on this word alone.

W O R D S  T H A T  W O R K    editorial · minimal · retro · hand-drawn · bold graphic · luxe · playful · collage

G U T  C H E C K    Did I name a look, or just ask for “good”?

M O O D  +  P A L E TT E How should it feel, and in what colors?

One mood, said once. Words that fight each other cancel out and you get mush.

W O R D S  T H A T  W O R K    cozy-luxury · airy · moody · energetic · serene · grounded · cream and amber · jewel tones

G U T  C H E C K    Do any of my words fight each other?

FO R M A T  +  R E F S What canvas, and what is it built around?

Name the size and the hero image. No photo to attach? Describe the hero instead.

W O R D S  T H A T  W O R K    square · 9:16 Story · portrait cover · headline space at top · full-bleed · use the exact product

G U T  C H E C K    Did I say what it is built around?
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T H E  P R O M P T S  F R O M  T H I S  C O U R S E

Steal These
TW O  D I A L E C T S

GENERATE  Describe the whole outcome using all four parts.        REFINE  Name only the change. “Warm 
the palette.” Protect the rest.

W I C K  +  W O N D E R   ·   c a n d l e  s ho p ,  f e e d  p o s t

Instagram post for a candle shop's fall launch.
Clean, editorial product layout.
Warm, cozy-luxury mood, cream and amber tones.
Headline space at top, lit candle as the hero.

P E T A L &  P I N E   ·   f l o r i s t ,  S t o r y

Instagram Story for a florist's Mother's Day pre-order.
Soft, editorial floral layout.
Fresh, tender mood. Blush and sage tones.
Vertical Story, text space low, spring bouquet as the hero.

S T I L L  P O I N T  Y O G A   ·   s t u d i o ,  e b o o k  c o v e r

Ebook cover for a free 7-day beginner yoga guide.
Calm, minimal editorial layout.
Still, grounded mood. Warm sand and clay tones.
Portrait cover, title in the upper half, one seated figure as the hero.

IN  P R A C T I C E

Bring a client photo in on a second pass, not the first. Attaching up front can box Canva in before it finds a 
good design. Then add “use the exact product from the reference” or it will quietly redesign the product 
and hand it back.

A B O U T  T H I S  J O B  A I D
An independent educational resource created as an instructional design portfolio piece.

The Canva trademark is owned by Canva. This publication is not endorsed, sponsored, or otherwise approved by Canva or its brands. Canva AI is a 
trademark of Canva Pty Ltd and is referred to here descriptively only. Software interfaces change; check Canva's own documentation for current 
functionality.
All clients, businesses, and briefs named here are fictional and were created for instruction. Any resemblance to real businesses is coincidental. 
Designs shown during the course were generated with Canva's AI tools and are examples only; generative AI produces different output on every run, 
so nothing here guarantees a result.
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